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MODULE 2: Union 


Unio 


n Government and its Administration: 


India is a federal parliamentary democratic republic. It means that the country is both federal 


in nature (with division of powers between the Union and States) and parliamentary (with 
clected representatives forming the government). 


The Union Government of India is the central 


responsible for handling matters of nationa 
governments. 


government that governs the entire country. It is 
l importance and coordinating with the state 


Structure of the Indian Union 
—— c the Indian Union 


The Indian Union, as outlined in the Constitution of In 


dia, is a federal structure with a strong 
Central government. It consists of three main branches: 


1. The Executive 


The executive branch is responsible for implementing and enforcing laws. It is divided into 
two parts: 


President of India: 


* The President is the ceremonial head of the state and is the supreme commander of the 
armed forces. 


° The President acts on the advice of the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers. 


* Powers include appointing the Prime Minister, issuing ordinances, and declaring 
emergencies. 


Council of Ministers: 


e Headed by the Prime Minister, who is the real head of the government. 


The Council of Ministers, including Cabinet Ministers, Ministers of State, and Deputy 
° d D D D D D B 
Ministers, is responsible for the day-to-day administration and decision-making. 


e The Prime Minister is the leader of the majority party in the Lok Sabha (House of the 
People). 


2. The Legislature 


The legislature, or Parliament, is responsible for making laws. It is bicameral, consisting of two 


houscs: 


Lok Sabha (House of the People): 


+ Members are directly elected by the people. 


e The Lok Sabha is the lower house of Parliament and has greater power in matters like 


moncy bills. 
e The Prime Minister must maintain the confidence of the Lok Sabha. 


Rajya Sabha (Council of States): 

e Members are elected by the state legisJative assemblies and by the President for 
nominated members. 
and union territories. 


e It is the upper house of Parliament and represents the states 


e Itreviews and suggests amendments to legislation proposed by the Lok Sabha. 


3. The Judiciary 


s the laws and ensures they are consistent with the Constitution. Jt is 


The judiciary interpret 
utive and legislature. 


independent of the exec 


Supreme Court of India: 


e The highest judicial authority in India. 


e The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction, appellate jurisdiction, and advisory 


jurisdiction. 
+ It can strike down laws passed by the legislature if they are unconstitutional. 


High Courts and Subordinate Courts: 


e Each state has its own High Court, which is the highest judicial authority in the state. 


e Below the High Courts are the subordinate T 
f courts, which inc — 
other lower courts handling civil and criminal cases ludi esum qe 
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